a : 
9 * 


r 


* 


wee ond bee, 


* 


— 


1 8 


Great DELIVERER of the Je WS 
A 3 | & * 8 | * 
82 2 1 98 . Be . ; " 


umm MUSUEMAY + 


pros En 
THE 


7 „ LETTER-v " 


NATHAN RAB BY” 


. * 
9 #* * * 43 8 . 
1 2 4 


9 


—ꝛ—— x̃—Üͤ— 

Non ne 7 3 vivere, quam 

. Deva an inpiim, tam Fr ay, ray 
a 


. W E 


RN Is reno 


Sold by J. Hanvs th, & at e in 
7 3 e uurt, c Ie dem Mcc XXIII. 


* | | {rice Oe Sill) 2 8 


— 


*, 


For the Information of 


the READER 3 - 


BF was thought 1 to give 
* 1 eme preliminary Acrount of 
ECL | the following Ey ls. which 

it now preſenred to the Pub- 
Bk; not bur thoſe who ſvall petuſe it 
with an impartial Eye, will undoubt- 
 edly agree, by the Simplicity of the 
. Style, that it wants no furt her Inter- 
pretation. 


Howe ver, as many perhaps may ima- 
gine this Work to be a meer Fickiun, 
forg d only by ſome evil-minded 18- 


A 2 FIDEL, 


_ ,, Supporter of it 17 find myſelf under a 


ein 

FIDEL, in order to ſtrike at the 
Foundation of moſt Religions, by exte- 
nuating the Merits of that renowned 
Legiſlator. of Antiquity, and the great 


neceſſity-to obviate this Prepoſſeſſion, 
by informing my Readers, that the Au- 
thor, far from being a Man bigotted to 
bis Religion, or an Enthuſiaſt miſchie- 
wouſl inclin d, is on the contrary one, uh 
is actuated by no other Motive, but the 
pure Love of Truth ; for the diſcovery of 
which, he daily labours with his utmoſt 
Efforts, by making. a ſincere and un- 
 biaſs'd Enquiry into the different Opi- 
nions of Men concerning the Deity 5 
_ which, Fconſiſtent with the Att ributes 
of that ſupreme Being, he pays due Ve- 
neration to them, as grounded upon 
Truth: But on the other hand, ſhould 
by find them repugnant 2 thoſe very At. 
/ n tributes, 


od —- 
SN 
” 


7 ( V Þ, 5 * 
tributes, he entirely abhars them, as 


| being 1 rhe Offsprings of Falſbood. | 


© 


Purſuant to this ke 2 
he has made a ſtrict Ez nquiry, both into 


his own Religion, and that of the Jews z 


whereupon he has freely and genuinely 
| communicated his Thoughts zo this 


Rabby, who for 4 long time had endea. 


vour d to bring him over to the Jewiſh 


Religion. It was not the Muſulman's 
1 nrention, that his Opinion upon this 
matter ſhould be ſpread in the World, 
having deſired Nathan not to let any 
one peruſe bis Letter ; but this Jew, 
who is a plain honeſt Man, tho pro- 
digiouſiy obſtinate in his Belief, being 
in ſome meaſure ſtartled, at the Force 
of his Antagoniſt's Reaſonings, and un- 
willing to appear himſelf in the Publi- 
cation of them, he intruſted me with 

the 


(N) 


the' Te of it, being defirous 


to be well: inform what might be 
the Opinion of the Learned concerning 
this important $, ubjet?, before he either 


departed from his own Principles, or 
determin d in favour of thoſe which 
this Mahometan Doctor had made 


known fo bim. 


z 


The 4 Zelim has given of 


Soſem, appears very juſt and confor- 
mable to the Traditions of the Jews. 
It is true, he thought it convenient to 
diſguiſe ſome particular Names in his 


Letter, for which Licence, he has of. 


fer d ſubſtantial Reaſons to the Rabby; 
as for inſtance, where our Author men- 


tions the Plagues of Egypt; amongſt 


. others, inſtead of that of Frogs, he 
calls it the Plague of Toads : For our 


Mu fulman /s ſays, and not without pro- 


bability, 
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(mW) 
prabability, that had the Egyptians had 
as vice a taſte in eating. 45 @ Frenche 
* an RA 3 _ 1 
Ke: in their alive „. 


they would have chearfully receiv'd 


that Plague, rather as a Bleſſing from 
Heaven, than an Affliction ſent to 
puniſh them; and after a Shower of 
Frogs, would have feaſted moſt ele- 
gantly : Whergas, 4 Shower of Toads 
would have Praued 4 real Plague to 
them, as being bee both to Men 
and Beaſts. And ied, tis my Opi- 


nion, the Word Frog inftead of Toad, 


ſeems to be a miſtaken Expreſſion, in- 
ſerted by the Hebrew Interpreters : For 


why may not this Notion bear as 


good a face of Truth with it, as 
that which the great and Learned Dr. 
B3—— bas lately given us in his 


fine 


(vii) 

Milton, wherein he im- 
4s the Errors and Miftakes" in the 
former. Editians, to the Enorauce 7 


thoſe whotranſeribed the Works nnd 
celebrated Poet ?. Farewell. 
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EN the laſt Conference I had 
ſe with thee on the ſubject of 
4 5 Religion, thou didſt tell 
me, thou wouldſt no more 
e with me, unleſs I diveſted my- 
ſelf of thoſe Prepoſſeſſions, which I had 
imbib'd in favour of the Alcoran, and 
the Traditions of our Hodgtas *: For- 
according to thy Notion, it was impoſ- 
fible to learn the Truth, from ſuch as 
had an Intereſt to conceal it! Thou 
didſt tell me alſo, that it was not right to 
embrace any Opinion, without firſt try- 
ing it by Reaſon, and that we ought to 
B believe 


* A Name given to the Divines in Turłey. 


(2) 


believe all things, only in proportion to 


their Probability and Poſſibility; for if 


we ſuffer d our Faith to be the ſole Director 
and Governour of our Underſtanding, 
we ſhould caſily be brought to aſſent to 
the moſt monſtrous Abſurdities and groſ- 
ſeſt Falſities, and look upon them as the 
moſt inconteſtable Truths, | 


WHATEVER thou haſt ſaid to me 
on this head, appeareth ſo reaſonable, 
that I reſolvd to examine and try my 
Religion by thy Principles. I flatter 
myſelf, that this tryal of my own Reli- 
gion will not be diſagreeable to thee, 
and when I have finiſhd it, I hope thou 
wilt permit me to take the ſame liberty 
in inquiring into thine. *Tis a Privi- 
lege which thou haſt allow'd to be my 
Right, ſo that thou canſt not be diſ- 
pleasd with me; unleſs. thou art like 
moſt Przeſts, who are very ready and 
willing to give all Liberty and Encou- 
ragement to enquire into, and detect the 

f Im- 
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(3) 

Impoſtures of others; but will by no 
means ſuffer us to make the leaſt Exami- 
nation into their own : The, reaſon of 

this very unjuſt Proceeding, Nathan, is, 
they would gladly erect their own Do- 
minion upon the ruin of others, but are 
very unwilling to be ſo ſery'd them - 
ſelves. 


THEREFORE | preſent thee with 
the Hiſtory of our Legiſlator, and the 
Religion he eſtabliſh d among the Arabs, 
taken from thoſe Authors,' which can 
be leaſt 1 of 2 


'E IGHT Hundred and St 
Years after the famous Victory, which 
Alexander obtained over Darius at Ar- 
belles, in the Reign of Koſron King of 
Perſia; Muhamed, Son of Abdallah 
and Eminah, was born at Meccah, at 
break of day, on the eighth of the firſt 
Month Rabie ; or, N to the 


LS, 2: Chriſtian 


(4) 

Chriſtiau Ara; on the ninth of April, 
571*, - Eminah had been a Widow two 
Months, when ſhe brought forth Muha- 
med into the World ; his Grandfather 
by the Father's ſide, was obliged to take . 
care of his Mother and him, and pre- 
ſerve them from Want: for all their 
Subſtance conſiſted in a few Cattle, 
which maintained the whole Family, 
Although the Father of Muhamed was 
poor, he was of the Tribe of Koreiſh, 
the moſt noble and ov a among 
the Arabs wy 


ABDOLM U TLE B es this 
Infant with a Nurſe, whoſe, Name was 
Halimah, Native of Saad, in the Deſart, 
where he was brought up till he was fix 
Years old; at which time, ſhe return'd 
him to his Mother, who died a little 
While after; and the Orphan remain'd in 
* En Elmakino Hiſtor. fm apud . 
ger. Hiſtor. Orient. lib. 1. cap. 6. 

+ Ex Elmakino, apud Hottinger. lib. 1. ea 


% 
the Houſe of his Grandfather, ſo long as 
keliv'd : After his Death, Mubamed be. 
ing then eight Years old, went to live 
with his Uncle Abutaleb, to whom A. 
dolmutleb had confided the care of his 
Education . 1 


ABUTALEB being delighted to 
ſee how greatly his Nephew profited by- 
his Inſtructions, and obſerving that he 
had more Gravity, a greater Sagacity 
and Diſcernment than were ordinatily 
found in Children of his Age, thought 
it proper for him to travel, in order 
not only to cultivate and improve thoſe 
excellent Talents, which Nature had 
beſtowid on him; but alſo, that he 
might by Traffick get a Sufficiency, to 
enable him to marry, at his return into 
his own Country: for his Uncle was in 
no condition to give him a Fortune. 


3 8 | To 
E Elmakino, apud Hottinger. lib. 2. cap. . 
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(6) 


To accompliſh this, Abutaleb and 


Atecha his Wife, concluded together, 


to recommend him to the Service of 
Chadigah, the Widow of an eminent 
Merchant at Meccah, named Abdume- 
naf, who had left her prodigiouſly rich: 
She was a Woman of ſtrict Religion, 
and good Morals; ſo that Abutaleb and 
Atecha were greatly rcjoic'd, believing, 
that Muhamed could not fail of the Bleſ- 


ſing of God, while he was under the 
Patronage of Chadigah. Being thus 


admitted into her Service, he was ap- 
pointed to look after her Camels, and 
went with theſe Animals to all the ma- 


ritime Cities on the South ſide of Ara- 


bia, to bring from thence ſuch Mer- 
chandizes, as were proper to be diſpos'd 


of in Hria: Brit more eſpecially Silks, 


of which the Luxury of Conſtantimople 
occalion'd a great' Conſumption. 
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(7) 


MUHAMED, during the whole 
courſe of his Traffick, had always be- 
hay'd himſelf in fo diſintereſted a man- 
ner, and render d ſuch juſt and exact 
Accounts to his Miſtreſs, that ſhe could 
not help conceiving a great Eſteem for 
a Man, whoſe Faithfulneſs and Inte- 
grity ſhone forth in the midſt of Ad- 
verſity. He was then in the Bloom of 
his Age, and though his Perſon had no- 
thing extraordinary in it; his pleaſing 
Countenance, the Vivacity of his Looks, 
and that graceful Modeſty, which ac- 
companied all his Actions, had made 
ſuch Impreſſions on the mind of Chadi- 
gab, that ſhe became paſſionately in 
love with him, and from being her Ser- 
vant, made him her Husband * ;- pre- 
ferring him to the wealthieſt Merchants 
of Arabia, who had uſed their utmoſt En- 
deavours, to obtain ſo great a Happineſs. 

N- 


Ex Abunazaro; de Pſeudoprophet. Muhamed. 
lib. 2. apud Hotting. lib. 2. cap. 1. 


Benefactreſs. They lived many Years 


n = 
4 p—_—_ a * N a 


5 * 
——ͤä —ꝛꝛ—— — . — 
— * 
42 


(8) 


MUHA MED being married, made 
it his conſtant Care and Employment, 
cither out of Inclination or Gratitude, 
to be every way agreeable to his dear 


together in a perfect Union, and their 
days were attended with reciprocal marks 


of the greateſt Tenderneſs, and ſincereſt 


Affection: But after they had been mar- 
ried fifteen Years, Muhamed being ſub- 


ject to the Falling-Sickneſs, and then at 
the age of Forty 3 his Fits returned oft- 
ner, and continued much longer, than 
when he was in the Vigour of Youth, 
| | Theſe, Fits, I fay, and the Idea of fo 
| terrible a Diſtemper, made Chadigab 
| almoſt repent that ſhe had married 


him; and if the Eſteem and Friendſhip 
the had for her Husband did not entirely 
grow cold on this account, at leaſt his 


Careſſes became diſguſting and infup- 
| panablc to her. Muhamed, whoſe Pe- 


netration was deep, could not be long 


before 
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before he. perceived this extraordinary 
Change; and as he was a Man of the 
greateſt Delicacy, it griev'd him exceed- 
ingly, to ſee himſelf deſpis d by a Wo- 
man, who once even ador'd him: and 
what made it ſtill the more vexatious 
to him, was, that he had not incurr'd 
her Diſdain by any voluntary Offence ; 
but meetly. by a Misfortune, which 
might befall the beſt of Men. 


THEREFORE, in order to retrieve 
the Eſteem and Affection of Chadigah, 
and his other Wives, which he had loſt, < 


| only by a Frailty ſo common with the 


Female Sex; Muhamed thought the beſt 
thing he could do, was to perſuade / 
them, that what they call'd a dreadful 
Diſeaſe, or an Attack of the Epilepſy, 
was a real Extaſy, into which he was 
tranſported by the ſudden Appearance 
of Angels, 'who ſurrounded him, at 
which time, the Archangel Gabriel uſed 
to reveal himſelf, and make known to 
55 C him 
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(10) 


him the Secrets of God: That being 
unable to bear the Brightneſs, and great 


Glory of this Heavenly Meſſenger, it 


threw him into theſe holy Convul- 


ſions, as it had done all the Prophets 
before him X. 


Tas by this Method the crafty 
Arab conceal'd his Indiſpoſition from 
his Wives; and from this trivial Inven- 
tion it was, that the Muhamedan Reli- 


| gion took its Foundation, which hath 
| ſince cauſed ſuch great Revolutions i in 


+ the World. 


Fok, whether Chadigah did really 
believe. all that her Husband communi- 
cated to her concerning his Revelations, 
or only pretended to give credit to 
them to indulge her Ambition, I ſhall 
not determine: However, ſhe was the 
ku, who declared publickly, that Mu- 


hamed 


* Zonaras Annalium, apud Hotting, lib. 1. cap. 
2. & lib. 2. cap. 3. 


(rr) 


hamed held a Communication with An- 
gels, and all that he thought or ſpoke, 
was immediately inſpired by the Moſt 
High. In ſhort, CHhadigabh, Seid, Aly, 
and ſome others whom Muhamed had 
engaged in his Intereſt, labour d inceſ- 
ſantly, and with all their Might, to 
procure him Converts and Diſciples; 
which they effected with ſo much Suc- 
ceſs, that it alarm'd the Magiſtracy of 
Meccah; who immediately gave orders 
for the apprehending this new Prophet, 
that he might be put to death; but Mu- 
hamed being inform'd thereof, flew to 
Medina, where he was ſoon follow'd by 
= his Adherents *. 


TuIS Divine Apoſtle, ſeeing the 
Number of his Diſciples was much in- 
creaſed, reſoly'd to raiſe himſelf by 
their Credulity ; and, by open Force, 
eſtabliſh his Religion and Authority a» 
mongſt the Arabs. To accompliſh this, 
C 2 he 

* Ex Elmakino, apud Hotting. lib. 2. cap. 4. 


( 

he gave the Standard of his Faith to his 
Grandfather Hamza, and ſent him 
with thirty of his Diſciples, or Maſal- 
men, to try their Fortune; but they 
met with no Opportunity, to exerciſe 
their Valour againſt the Infidels. 


In the ſecond Year of the Hegira, 
 Muhamed made another - Expedition, 
which prov'd very fortunate : He put 
himfelf at the head of three Hundred 
and nineteen Muſulmen, and attack d 
on Friday the ſeventeenth Day of the 
Month Ramadan, a very rich Caravan, 
of nine Hundred, or a Thouſand Ko. 
reiſbites, whereof he kiil'd Seventy, and 
took the reſt Priſoners; for at that time 
God fought for Muhamed, as he for- 
a had donc for Soſem * | 
:1 TuIsS 


*Mubamed, in order to inſpire Courage in his 
Soldiers, told them, that God fought for them; 
for which reaſon, twenty Maſulmen might fight 
two Hundred Infidels, and be able to overcome 


(73). 


- Ty1s famous Battle was fought near 

a Well named Badr in Arabia: Muha- 

med in the Engagement loſt fourteen 

Y Muſulmen; who had the Glory of being 
the firſt Martyrs of his Religion*. The 
Booty was very conſiderable, and it ſo 
greatly EINE. Muhamea, that after 
| Fr | I 


them. [See the eighth Chapter of the Alcoran.] 
1 E Soſem alſo ſpeaketh after the ſame manner unto the 
X Children of Rael, ſaying; Hear, O Rael, you ap- 
= proach this day unto Battle againſt your Enemies: 

Let not your Hearts faint, fear not, and do not 
tremble, neither be ye terrified becauſe of them : 
For the Lord your God is he that goeth with you, 
do fight for you againſt your Enemies, to fave you. 
Deu. cap. 20. v. 3, 4] This good Expedient 
bath been, and is to this day uſed by all Nations. 
Bayle gives us a reaſon for it, in his Miſcellaneous 
Thoughts upon Comets, chap. 13 1. As alſo Ma- 
chiavel in his Diſcourſe upon Titus Livius, lib. 3. 
Cap. I3. and 33. 

* Ex Muſulminis vero tanquam Martyres © oc- 
cubuerant viri 14. Habent enim Muhamedani 
Martyrum loco, quotquot in preeliis Religionis 
cCaufa ſuſceptis mactantur, &c. ex Elmakino, apud 
Hottinger. lib. 2. cap. 4. 


(14) 

many other Expeditions, much more 
remarkable than this, he at laſt made 
himſelf maſter of Meccab, in the eighth 
Year of his Flight, or of the Hegira; 
and three Years after, on Monday 
the ſecond Day * of the firſt Month 
Rabie, he died of a Sickneſs, which 
held him thirteen Days, and was buried 
at Medina, being then in the ſixty-third 
Year of his Age; Abubeker reigning 
over the Sarazens, and Heraclius over 
the Greeks : He left only one Daughter, 
named Phatema, who did not ſurvive 
her Father above forty, tho ſome lay 
ſeventy Days T. 


MUHAMED in his Perſon was 
well ſet, and of a middle Size; he had 
a large Head, a ſwarthy Complexion, 


tho' of a lively Colour, with a modeſt 


Look ; his Body \ was free and caſy, his 
Addreſs 


* According to Elmakin, he died the twelfth 
Day of the ſame Month. 
. Ex Patricide, apud Hotting. lib. 2. cap 4. 
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Addreſs obliging and civil, his Conver- 
ſation inſinuating, his Underſtanding 
fine and courtly: he was eloquent, har- 


dy, and contemn'd thoſe Dangers, which 


others generally fear. This is the Pic- 


ture of our glorious Apoſtle, drawn by 


a Chriſtian * who being his Enemy, 


can no wiſe be thought to have flat- 


tered him. 


3 I appeal to thee, Nathan! Have 1 
not given thee a very impartial Account 
of my Prophet? Thou canſt not charge 
X me now with having tired thy Patience 
= with infinite Quotations from the Alco- 
ran, as was my cuſtom formerly, when 
I diſputed with thee : Nor have I trou- 
= bled thee with relating all the Miracles, 
which, according to what our Hodgias 
and [mans ſay, preceeded his Birth; I nor 


with 
* Chevreau Hiſt. du Monde, liv. 5. chap. 1. 


much like unto a Curate in his own Pariſh. 
|| Ex Elmakino, apud Hottigger. lib 1. cap.6. | 


. 


Iman is the firſt Prieſt of one of our Moſques, 


(16) 
with thoſe which he wrought during his 
Life *, as aſtoniſhing, or rather as extra- 
vagant as thoſe, that thou doſt attribute to 
thy Prophet: For it was my deſign to 


entertain thee with FaQts, and not with 
ridiculous Fictions, 


I proteſt that I am infinitely obliged 
to thee, for having made me ſenſible of 
the Right I have to exerciſe my Reaſon 
freely, by the Aſſiſtance of which, I 
have been able to ſee beyond all my for- 
mer Prejudices, and to attain the Know- 
ledge of theſe Truths, IJ have here com- 
municated to thee. But how is it poſ- 
ſible, worthy Nathan, that thou, who 
haſt ſo clearly open'd my Eyes, and 
made me ſee the Errors of my Educa- 
tion, ſhould'ſt ſtill be blind to thine 
own ? | VS) 


| Tuou canſt not forget how often 
thou haſt told me, 'twas impoſſible that 


| God 
* Hottinger. lib. 2. & Chevreau, lib. 5. 


(17) 
| God ſhould, be the Author of the Alro- 
ran, becauſe it contain d things entire 
ly kepugnant to his infinite Goodneſs 
and Wifdoni. Thou muſt ſurely fe- 
member, twWas thou taught me, that 
God was a Being altogether perfect and 
unichangeable, and conſequently can 


ed neyer alter that wiſe, eternal Order, by, 
of which he governs the Uniyerſe z becauſe 
on that Order is perfect, and cannot be 

I mended. If then theſe Notions of the 


Deity, which thou doſt entertain, ate 
juſt; and if it be true, that God can 
never do any thing contrary to his Attri- 
butes : How is it, and from what Mo- 


tives wouldſt thou perſuade me to em- 
| =. tay Religion ? 


11 P thou hadſt exarnin'd Wy own Syl- 
tem impartially, as 1 have done, thou 
wouldſt find, it could never be the Off. 
ſpring of the Divinity: Thou wouldſt 
perceive and own, I ſay, that thoſe fre · 
quent Converſations, which Soſem had 
D with 


(18) 


with the ſupreme Being, ate as abſutd, 


rn 


and more contrary to trie Piety, than 


7 3! A : 


thoſe, which, Mubened bel wich the 
Archangal act aer emen 

: ae agiee be 
who is all Goodneſs, could never com- 

7 mand and approve that great  Injuſtice, and 

ſevere Cruelties, which Soſempergetrated 
in his Name: In ſhort, thou would(t be 
perfectly convinced, that he had im- 


| poſed upon the eus, as re rer 
: onthe Arabs. e e 8 
A1 Dini 46 14 
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Now, 1 fear 1 wilt forlake the 
calm Guidance of Reaſon,; 3, I. greatly 
fear, thou wilt ſuffer thyſelf, to be bur: 

. ried into Rage and Fury, to hear me 
treat thy Prophet as an Impoſtor: But 

; if a You 6 50 Fault "will BE" thine, | 

| WW O11! 1491516 and 


(619) 
and thy Actions quite contrary to thy 
Principles. Sort % 183771 


wh 4 36 
12 iy 
Ro 


&. 


ruov canſt got but call to mind, 


thas chou haſt a Thouſand times, and 
in the moſt, violent and, autrageous 
manner, called Mabamed an Impoſtor, | 
whom I reyerenced as the beſt beloy'd | 
Meſſenger of God: I bore this without 
Anger, and wilt thou, then be leſs cool, 
if 1 ſhould, now make Repriſals? To 
dell thee the Truth, thy Diſcourſes have 
often confounded me, and fill d me 
with Horror, ſo prophane, ſo impious 
did they ſeem to me; but my Preju- 
e were * Cauſe thereof. 
1 me then to tell thee, 
without Reſerve, my Sentiments of 
Heſem, and hear; me with as much Pa- 
tience as Iheard thee, hen thou freely 
i D 2 | ſpokeſt 


(20) 
ſpokeſt thine of Mubamed: In diſpu- 
ting with thee I will make uſe of no 
Weapons, but impartial Examination 
and juſt Reaſoning ; my Right- to them 
thou haſt already acknowledged. There- 
fore defend thyſelf if thou canſt with 
the ſame Arms, and by no means let thy 
natural Good- humour depart from thee ; 
for if thou doſt, it will evidently prove, 
that thou art not” able to anſwer my 
Obj ections by ſolid Arguments, and 


thy Rage will ſerye 0 to pk 0 
Weakneſs. 


7 


I will firſt give thee the Hiſtory of 
Soſem, from a very judicious Author, 
and then will examine that fabulous 
one, which thou doſt admire as a Di- 
vine Work; that thou mayſt judge 
which of the two is the moſt reaſona- 
ble, and moſt worthy of Aſſent. 


. (21) 

Ix dne Account; faith he, a num- 
r of Writers concur; that when E- 
Opt was over· run by a peſtilent Diſeaſe, 
contaminating living Bodies *, and very | 
foul to behold; Bochoris the King, ap- 
plying for à Remedy to the Oracle of 
Jupiter Hummon, was ordered to purge 
his Kingdom, and tô remove into ano- 
ther Country, that Generation of Men 
Wo deteſted by the Deities. Hence, 
I when they were all ſearched out, and 
A the Multitude ſwept together, carried 
| Y N | into the immenſe Deſarts, and there a- 
bandoned : whilſt all continued wailing 
5 under Aſtoniſhment and Deſpair; So. 
ſem, one of theſe Exiles, exhorted them 
to entertain no hopes of Relief from 
Gods or Men, ſince both by Gods and 
Mon * had been forſaken; but in 


b WE himſelf 
1 Leproſy. , 


q ( 2 2 ) 


himſelf to truſt, as to a Leader ſent 
from Heaven, one by whoſe Aid they | 


ſhoyld vanquiſh their preſent ADR and 
Diſtreſs. ite a vo e 

N eben 51 Sicc 

| 5 aſſented, and uttetly igno- 
rant of whatever was to befall them, 
began to journey on at xandom; but 


nothing aggrieved them ſo. ſorely as 5 
want of Water. Already they were 
lying ſcattered. over the Plains, ready 


_ 


228 


to periſn; when a Flock of wild Aſſes, Wi 


leaying their Paſture, climbed: up a 
rocky Mountain, covered with a: thick Wl 
Wood. Seſem followed them, form: 
ing a Conjecture from the ſingnlar Ver- 


dure of the Herbage, and there diſoo- 


| vered ſome large Springs. 7 This proved | 
their Solacement and Relief 3 and tra - 
velling for fix. Days, without intermiſ⸗ 9 
ion, on the ſeventh they gained a Set- . 
tlement, 1 


+ 6. iO 


| (23) 
_— by ertermitiating the Inhabi- 
ts. There they raiſed their City, 
2 founded and dedicated their Tem 
| PR 2047 wet 3 25 11 1 we 368; 44 21 
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SOSEM, to enſure the Subjection 
of the Nation to bimſelf for ever, eſta- 
bliſhed' retigious Ord inarices alrogerher 


3 new, Aud oppoſite to thoſe of al other 
= Mes and Countries. N 


IVE \- 221 1 


Y 


Tubes ton felt" in what manner 
N Soſem and his People . went out of E- 
2 Opt. Tell me, Nathan, if this Ac- 
3 count from Tacitus, prophane as thou 
| doſt call it, is not more probable, than 
that which is deliver d to thee in \Doxeus, 


* 7 


44 


Vs 


PTY | 
* f 


S 2 & .&# 7 & +1 YA 4D 


„ Here I have taken the liberty to quote this 
Paſſage from the excellent Tranſlation of Tacitus, 
by Mr. Thomas Gordon, which is the beſt extant. 
Vol B. pag. 303. Tacit. Hiſtor. lib. 5. 
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(24). 


and thou eſteemeſt facred Ibis ns. | 


wiſe. burthen d with Fiction, or dar- 
ken'd with Miracles; in one word, it 
is natural, and if it be not the true 
Hiſtory of thy People, it has neverthe- 
leſs N NEW: in it. 107. 


1 d 1 8 T1 * 4+ 
1 211 29 


K. An un ike is, har” 8 
w hich thou doſt; pay. ſo ſacred a Regard: 


Thine is, if 1 may ſpeak plainly, : a Cal. | 3 


lection of Fables, wretchedly 41 
without Connection or Order, s extra- 


vagant as they are impious 5, and conſe- 1 


quently as ſhocking, to Human, U nder- 


ſtanding, as they are Contrary 1 ro. the bi. 
vine Being. 


= * 1 * 4 
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Fo OR . Keen Nathan I main: 
tain that the Account given by Tacitus 
doth reflect more Glory on Soſem, and 


more Honour on the Fewiſh Nation, 


chan 


* 
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(25) | 

than that of Doxeus : For, what Breaſt 
is there that would not feel Compaſ- 
ſion for a wretched People, baniſh'd 
their Country, and miſerably afflicted 
with the Leproſy? Who is the Man, 
that would not give due Honour to So- 
ſem for his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in 
comforting and reanimating his Compa- 
nions, who, depreſs d with the Load of ſo 
many Misfortunes, had loſt all Courage, 
and would have incvitably periſh'd, had 
not he aroſe to their Deliverance, and 
enliven'd them with Hopes? h 


Ir is true, Soſem deceived them, ma- 
king them believe, that he was a Guide j 
ſent from Heaven, that they might | 
ſubmit themſelves to him: But was it 
not better for that miſerable People to 
become ſubjet to ſome one, who 
could aſſiſt them in their preſent Af 
Jo E flictions, 
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| 
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flictions, than to die enraged againſt God 
and Men, for want of Succour? 


Ir is ſaid alſo, that Soſexs invaded a 

Country; where, after having extermi- 
nated the Inhabitants, he made a Settle- 
ment for himſelf, and his People: This 
mult be acknowledg d to have been great 
Injuſtice and Cruelty ; but all this is no- 
thing, to what thou art going to hear; 
| give good Attention thereunto, and I am 
ſure thou wilt never more follicit mo 
to be a Few, 1 5 


DOREUS then giveth us the fol- 
lowing Deſcription That God gave un- 
to Saſem Power to work Miracles be- 
fore Bochoris, in order that this Egyp- 
tian, being made ſenſible of his Omni 
potence, he might let the Fews go out 
of Egypt ; but at the ſame time, had 

e Har- 


— hm ad + 


(27) 
harden'd the Heart of this King ; that 
is, had taken from him the power of 
granting, what he had order'd So/exs to 
demand in his Name *: So that Bocho- 
71s three times refuſed Soſem and his 
Brother Nahor to let the People go; 
for God would have it fo, having har- 
den d his Heart +; notwithſtanding which, 
God puniſh'd him ſeverely, as if he had 


been culpable, changing the Water of 


Egypt into a reddiſh Slime ; covering 
the Land, and filling the Houſes of the 
Egyptians with Toads|. It is not a- 


9 ple of Egypt were afflited with theſe 


Plagues, and forc d to ſhare in the Mi- 
ſery, though they were not at all in- 
form'd of what paſs d between their 

| E 2 - GOD 


* Dox. cap. 4. v.21. 


+ Dox. cap. 5. v. 1,2. & Cap. . v. , 34. 
|| Dox. cap. 8. v. 3,6. | 


» 


- 


(28) 
60D (ent Soſem a fourth time unto 
Boc boris, to acquaint him, that if he 
did not let the eus depart, he would 
fill Eg ypt with Butterflies of every kind, 
which ſhould infe& all the Country *. 
The King, who had already found, by 
ſevere Experience, the Power of the 


God of Rael, ſent for Soſem and Na- 


hor ; and promiſed them, that they and 
their People ſhould go and ſacrifice to 
their God, if they would ſave him from 
the Plague of Butterflies T. Poor af- 
flicted Bochoris gave this Permiſſion un- 
to Joſem with great Joy, thinking to 
eſcape the Evil that he threatned him 
with: But God hinder'd him from ful- 
filling his Intention, by hardning his 
Heart again; ſo Soſem diſpers'd the 
4 2 .hogue 


* Dox. cap. 8. v. 21. Ag + 
+ Ibid. v. 25, 28. ; 


* 
of 
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(29) 

Plague of Butterfizes, to no purpoſe ; 
for the King was dilabled Tod Tb 
his Word *. 


Tavs did God continue to harden 
the Heart of Bochoris t, that he might 
more obſtinately refuſe, what He had 
order d Soſem to demand of him; and 
this for the cruel Satisfaction of afflic- 
9 ting him a long time, and with variety 
of Miſcries l. 


Ar laſt, Cod being almoſt weary of 


tormenting this unfortunate Prince, ſaid 


1 unto Soſem, that He would ſmite him 
with but one Plague more; after that, 
ne would let the People of Rael go out 
of Egypt *, Having then as uſual har- 


den 4 
* Ibid. v. 32. ! 
+ Dox. cap. 9. v. 12. 8 


U Ibid. v. 24 25. cap. 10. v. 18, 13, wil 
27. 


+ Dox. cap. 11. v. I. 
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630) 
dend the Heart of Bochoris, ſo that he 
refuſed to let the Fews depart, God 
ſmote him with this laſt Plague, that He 
might puniſh him for a Diſobedience, of 
which Himſelf was the Canſe. 


Bur now, Nathan, remark well 
what Soſem maketh God to ſay, and 
thou wilt be more and more convinc'd 
of the falſe Idea, that he had of the E- 
ternal Being. Thou haſt ſeen already, 


that he hath repreſented the Deity un- 


juſt and cruel, and now he maketh him 


f BY _ ant alſo, 


I will paſs this Night, ſaith God, 1 
through the Land of Eg ypr, and I will 
{mite all the firſt born, both Man and 


Beaſt: The Blood, with which you ſhall 


mark your Houſes, ſhall diſtinguiſh you. 


from the Eg yprians ; for when I ſhall 


I ſee 


— 


Oh Ss on, Ph. 4 
ER NOTE 


(31) 


ſee that Blood, I will kill no.Perſon in 


that Houſe : By this means, ſhall you 


of eſcape the Stroke of Death, with which 
Iwill ſmite all the Land *. 


 On8ERvVve this, Nathan, thy God, 
fearing in this Maſſacre, that He ſhould 


day the Few with the Egyptian, be- 
b cauſe they dwelt one among another, 
A was forced to have the Houſes of the 
Acres mark d with Blood, leſt He 
chould miſtake. Such an Expedient ag 
. his might have been neceſſary to an 
| 4 Aſuſſin, liable to err; but it was by 
| 4 no means conſiſtent with the Infallibi- 
lic of a God, who knows all things, 
ind cannot be deceived. What ſtrange, 


what horrid Notions of Deity are 
theſe! 


Tun 


= = Dox: cap. 12. v. 12, 13: 
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629) 


Tu unhappy and innocent Bocho- 
vis, after this bloody Plague, having his 
Heart no more harden d, order d Soſem 
and Nahor to come before him, and 
aid to them; riſc up, and get you forth 


from amongſt my People, both you, and 


the Children of 'Rae/; go, and ſacri- A 


fice unto your God: Take with you 


your Oxen and your Sheep, and when 
you are departed from me; pray unto 
your God for me *. 


Tavs the King, as ſoon as C 


permitted, let the People freely go; f 4 


but the Holy Prophet, not liking to 
depart with empty hands, commanded 
the | 

* Thy Prophet here giveth himſelf the Lye; 4 
for a little before he had ſaid unto Bochoris, that 


he wauld never ſee him more, [ Dox. cap. 10. v. 
29.] and nevertheleſs, he afterwards came again 


Into his Preſence, Dog. cap. 12. v. 31,32. 


( 33) 


che Fews,/ by Authotiry from God, to = 
59 borrow of their beſt Friends amongſt bw 
ais the Egyprians, their Veſſels of Gold Ca 
- and Silver, and the richeſt of their Gar- / 


nd ments, and t0 carry them away with | 
th them: The Jeus obey d readily, and 
d cen departed: with Saſem out of E- 


i- Sb. : | 
1 I' defy thee, Nathan, to find me in | 
all the A/coran one Paſſage, wherein U | 
4 | NY | 
= God hath ever commanded Miuſidmen to 


„ 5 | commit ſo pertidious a Robbery, -_ 


7 NorTwiTHSTANDING all this, Bo- | 
ccboris and his People thought them- 
= fclves bleſt; that they had got rid of ſo 
terrible a Plague; but their Happineſs 
was of very ſhort Duration: For Goa, 
who had reſolv'd to ſacrifice to his 
F \ Rage, 
2 Dox. cap. 11. v. 2. & Cap. 12. v. 357 36. 


(34) 
Rage, this King and his innocent Sub- 
jets, harden'd again the Hearts of Ba- 
choris, and of the Egyptians, that they 
might purſue the Jeu, and bring them 
back into Eg ypt *; ſo that King and his 
People, being forced to obey the All. 
Powerful, follow'd the Hebrews ; but 
God ſtopped them, and drowned them 
in the Sea F. Sg 


* A ® Fa 
' = — — 
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Tauus endeth this excellent Tragi- 
comedy; and the God of Soſem, by an 
unheard of Injuſtice, made his Power 
known to the Children of Rael ||. 


4 am very certain, Nathan, that if 
this Hiſtory, which I have given thee, 
had been found in the Alcoran, or in 


* Dox. Cap. 14. v. 4. 8. 17. 
t Ibid. V. 26, & ſeq. ha 
| Ibid. v. 31. 


(635 


the Goſpel, thou wouldſt ſtand in no | 


_” of any Perſon to ſhow thee the Ex- | 


'travagance, Impoſſibility and impiety 
thereof; for I know no man of more 
excellent Diſcernment, and better Di- 
ſinction in the moſt abſtruſe Caſes, 
where thou art at liberty to uſe thy 
Reaſon, and follow the Light of thy 
Judgment: But as this Account unfortu- 
nately happeneth to be in a Book, which 
thou dareſt not to examine, nor call any 
thing thereof in queſtion, looking up- 
on it throughout, as ſacred and indiſ- 


putable; I think it my Duty to place 
this relation before thee in another light, 


if poſſible, to o render thee ſenſible We thy 3 


| Blindneſs. 


I MA GINE pie with thyſelf, * 
there is an Iſland, wherein liveth a King 
ſo powerful, that his Subjects are obliged 

F 2 to 


| 


* ſ 


2 


(36) 


to perform all his Commands, cr 
agreeable or diſagreeable. This Ning. 
reſolving to live in ſome other Part of 
his Kingdom, embarketh with a fleet of 
fifty Sail of Men of War, with very 


few Attendants ; Being put out to ſea, 


within a ſmall diſtance from the Ifend, 


it cometh into his mind to have all his 
Lords and Officers of his Court with 


o 
. a +>- + 


To this end, he ſendeth an Order 
unto the Covernaur of the Iland, where» 


by he requireth that his Court ſhould 
immediately attend him: His Miniſter 
obeyeth his Order, and when they are 
juſt ready to depart, he doth ſecretly diſ- 


patch a Counter - Order unto the Cover: 


nour, not to let them go. Notwith- 
ftanding which, the King is impaticnt, 
* * — that his Court is 

not 


G00) 
not come to join him: He blameth the 
Governour exceedingly, and threateneth 
20 have both his Arms broke, if he doth 
not make his Court depart inſtantly, 


Tax Minifter is now going to exc- 
cute the King's Command, when he 
receiveth a private Letter from his Roy- 
al Maſter, charging him by no means 
to perform his laſt Order: The Gover- 
nour, according thereunto, retaineth the 
Court ſtill in the land. The next day, 

the King ſendeth, and hath the Gover- 
nour s Arms broken, and threateneth 
him alſo with breaking his Legs, if he 


. not — _ make his Coure 


"Tus _ Miniſter always faith- 
ful to the laſt Commands of his Prince, 


giveth Orders for the Coutt Departure. 
and 


3 

and accompanied them himſelf ; but on 
their way meeteth a Meſſenger from the 
King, to tell him, that his Majeſty 
would not have them come : Obedient 
to this new Inſtruction, the Governour 
and the Nobles's return to > their Habita- 

rions. | 


1 H18 unfortunate Miniſter however 
had his Legs broke, and the K ing or- 
dereth all the Inhabitants of the Iſland 
to be - puniſh'd in the ſame manner; 


none were exempted, but the ONCE 
* on Court. 


"Wu bis Majeſty bad diverted 
himſelf for ſome time in this delightful 


manner, he ſendeth' an Expreſs unto 
the Governour, that his Court ſhould 
immediately imbark on a Frig oate, that 
lay ready in the Harbour, which was 
; CX+ 


(39) 0 
executed accordingly. Scarce had they 
ſet ſail, when the King diſpatch d ano- 
ther Meſſenger, ordering the Gover- 
nour and all the Inhabitants, with all 
ſpeed to follow his Court, _ bring 
them WN into the Wand.” 


THIS good Miniſter with his bro- 
ken Arms and Legs, is yet obedient, 
and cauſeth himſelf to be carried in a 
Wa and put on board an old ſhat- | 

cr'd Ship; the unhappy People, in the 
2 miſerable Condition, employ all 
their Horſes, Mules, Aſſes and other 
Beaſts, to draw them upon Chariots on 
board a great number of ſmall Barks, 
which lay along the Shoar, and in leſs 
than two Hours they came up with the 
Frigate, and the King's Fleet, that was 
not above ſix Miles diſtant, - 


8 Tuzr 


. 10 


* 
N 5 


4s 


Tarn were Ne W 
gate, according to his Majeſty's Com- 
mand; when the Ling. ſceing them 
approach, order d his Admiral and the 
other Captains inſtantly to firè on the 
mall Ship, wherein was the Gover- 
Naur; as alſo on the Barks, and to ſink - 
them all. Thus did this maſt excellent 
King deſtroy a whole Nation, that had 
been ever ſubmiſſive to him, to diſplay 
unto his Court the greatneſs of his 


TEIS Fable, which 1 have related 
unto thee, Nathan; is ſo parallel, and 
has ſuch a perfect reſemblance with the 
foregoing, that it would be idle to of- 
fer any Explanation. 1 ſhiall only fay 
this unto thee; that if thou approveſt 
the Actions of this King, as they are 
exactly 


(ai). 

chactly like thoſe which Doxeus aſcti- 
beth unto the Moſt High; thou wilt 
pronounce a very execrable Blaſphemy: 
for thou doſt utterly ſubvert the Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, and infinite Wiſdom of the 
 Diume Being; thou makeſt a moſt 
horrible Monſter of the Deity. 


Now, if thou doſt condemn: theſe 
Actiens, as I have no doubt but thou 
wilt z how will it be poſſible for thee 
ever to believe, that Gad, infinitely 
wife, juft and good, could commit the 
ſame Wickednefs, and Injuſtice, or be 
poſſeſs d with fo cruel a Frenzy as that, 
which maketh the Guilt of this deteſta- 

ble Monarch ? | 


a KELY, ſublime Nathan, it would 
be better for thee to be an Atheiſt, than 
at 8 to 


(az) 
to worſhip - a Being. chargeable. with | 
fuch enormous Crimes and Iniquities; 
for Imperfections and Wickedneſs muſt 
certainly be more contrary to the Na- 
ture, more injurious to the Honour of 
the true Cod, than eyen the nas his 
N 


I know, ' Nathan, that thou wilt re- 
ply unto m in juſtification of his 
Conduct, with regard to Bochoris, that 
Cod hath all Power, and may do what 
pleaſeth him: But reſt not thyſelf there, 
for even that Opinion is impious; it 
being impoſſible, that God ſhould act 
any thing contradictory to his Attributes, 
and inconſiſtent with his infinite Perfec- 
tions; as the moſt ingenious Apoſtle of 


See what the learned Mr. Bayle has faid on 

this Subject in his Miſcellaneous Thoughts upon 
ets, Chap. 115, 117, 119, 120, 132. Idem, 

Continuation of his Thoughts, &c. chap. 76,77. 


* 


( 43) 
Nazarus hath pretended; ſaying, that 
as the Potter hath Power over the Clay, 


— 


1 


f 


to make what Veſſels he pleaſeth; ſo | 


God hath like Power over; his Crea- 
tures, and may do; with them what he 
will; and he endeavoureth to authorize 
this Doctrine, by the ame of God 
to.Bochoris . 


7k 


Zur, i this Doctrine is 
wicked and abominable z à particular 
Friend of mine hath entirely demonſira. 
ted the Heinouſneſs and Impiety there- 
of +. 1 could wiſh thou wouldſt read 
his Writings, | they will. afford thee a 
thouſand times more Inſtruction, than 
I can poſſibly communicate in this Let- 
ter. 1 am ſure, when thou haſt read 

G 8 them, 


„A Rom. cap. 9. v. 17, & ſeq. © 
+ The Count of Paſſerano, in his Diſcourſes 


Hiſtorical and Political ; N This 


Work will ſpeedily be publi-. 


(44) 
them, thou wilt thank me; e 
mending them unto 1 8 8 E 
BSI Es, Tow Safe was got out 
of Egypt, he exercis d the greateſt Cru- 
elties towards many Nations; he was 
not ſatisfied with driving the Inhabi- 
tants out of their Cou ntry, and rob- 
bing them of all their Poſſeſſions; but 
with infatiate Slaughter unmereifully 
butcher d them, ſparing neither Wo- 
man nor Child; not even Infant's In- 
nocence; ot 'Virgin's Beauty and Mo- 
'deſty, could move kis Compaſſion”: 
This was the terrible Lot of the Chand- 
dens, met, er w and 


7 ' Nn 
1 3 1 worth £91 HOT SH it 1 


I Nau. cap. 31. v. % 17. 
4 Idem, cap.28. v. 33, & ſeq. i 


/ 


In this reſpe®t, Soom can-never be 
compared to Mubamed: Tis true, the 
Introduction of their Neligions was a- | 


like, as they were both the Offspring of 


their n Genius and Ambition, and as | 
they both propagated them by force of | 
Arms; with this very great Difference, ] 


that Myhamed acted like Alexander the | 
Great in all his Conqueſts, and Saſem 
like unto the Spaniards. 


and with open Arms, all who. would 


ſubmit to his Laws; he indeed put the 
obſtinate to death, but he ever ſpar'd 
the innocent Blood of Women, Virgins 
and Infants. In ſhort, he commanded 
his Followers never to diſturb, but to 
treat as Brethren, all who would obey 
the Aleoran e 
v See Chapter the ninth of the Alan. 


0 


('46') 


Ox the contrary, Soſem ſlaughter'd 
whole Nations; without offering or ac- 
cepting any Conditions of Merey 3 as 
did thoſe ſhocking, inhuman Monſters 


the Spaniards, when they fell upon the 
People of Peru and Mexico . Nay, 
Soſem, even juſt before his Death, order d 
the Hebrews, in the name of God, to 
extetminate many more Nations f. ' 

Monzovs R, i RG my 
Prophet was a good Father to the Mu- 
2 as 8 858 as he liv'd 3, and thine 
Was 


* 44 0 7 
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| ir Banholomeo-de u. ; Cali Deftrucipa d 
las Indias. * 

| + —of the Cities which thy God doth give thes, 
thou ſhalt fave, alive nothing that breatheth, but 
thou ſhalt utterly deſtroy them ; namely, the Hit- 
zites and the Amorites ; the Canddiites, and the Pe- 
rixxites; the Hivites, and the Febuſites 3 as the Lord 
thy God hath commanded thee. De. * 20. 
v. 16, 17. See alſo chap. 31. v. 3,4, 5. 


(47). 
was a cruel and avaricious Tyrant to the 


Fews : if thou canſt yet doubt thereof, 
I will prove it unto thee in another Let- 
ter. 


Ix the mean while, let this be to the 
Honour and Glory of the true Gop, 
and to the Confuſion of theſe Impoſtors. 


London, 23 of the Moon Maharram, 
in the.Year of the Hegira 1108. 
and of Ckriſt, 1731. | 


J am, 


Thy Sincere Friend, 
ZELIM Mus$ULMAN. 
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